THE TOC H MAGAZINE 


OFFICIAL OPENING AT BRIXWORTH 


A milestone in Toc H’s Millennium Project 


n a rare hot sunny day in June, 
O the new buildings at Brixworth 

Country Park ‘Countryside for all’ 
Centre, and the Cycle Hire scheme, were 
officially opened. Mrs Joan Neal, of the 
Northamptonshire Council for the 
Disabled, cut the ribbon across the door 
of the new Visitors Centre in front of a 
crowd of well-wishers. These included 
Toc H members from nearby branches, 
as well as Mary and John Edwards from 
Bath, and the Director. Others present 
included Councillors, Officers, friends and 
representatives of Anglian Water which, 
together with the County Council, The 
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
and Toc H has made up the partnership 
which has created this hugely successful 
Millennium project. 


In his speech on behalf of Toc H, 
Regional Chairman Harry Graham 
explained the origins of this scheme, in 
1993, when Toc H in Northamptonshire 
decided it would be a fitting, and lasting, 
way to celebrate Toc H's birthday in 
1995. ‘The task seemed daunting at 
first’, he said, ‘but the partnership 
with the local authority, private and 
voluntary sectors, shows the success 


t 
fi 
| 


is yew - 
O WRI NDT 
l LM AWORTH 
U YS OUNTRY | 
i, 


ARE 
at Pitclend Wares 


tivities sade lor AEC Costes 


yo eeg y poon: 


Megan and Harry Graham (centre) receive the cheque. 


we can achieve when we work 
together’. Harry paid warm tribute to 
the Toc H members who had served 
on the Committee, and the hundreds 
of volunteers, from other parts of 
Europe as well as the U.K., who had 
come to help. 


A high spot of the proceedings was 
the presentation of a cheque for 
£220,000 to Megan Graham, for Toc H. 
This was a grant from the Sita 
Environmental Trust Ltd, and means 
that Toc H has met all its financial 
commitments to this wonderful 
project. The event was featured on 
BBC and Anglia TV. 


After the presentations people 
inspected the new Cafe, and the 
accommodation block (where many 
hundreds of exhausted Toc H 
volunteers have lived and slept over 
the past few years). Some people also 
walked to the Environmental Pond, 
which is one of a number of features 
that Toc H volunteers have helped to 
create. Work will continue until 2000 
A.D. to add features designed for 
people of all differing abilities. 
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Bringing people together 


Toc H 


Toc H Is about people. Founded In 
1915, Toc H works to break down 
barriers between people by 
challenging thelr prejudices about 
others and the divisions which exist 
In society. Its work Is based on 
Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 


Toc H works with people from all walks 
of life, tackling socia! problems such as 
loneliness and deprivation through an 
approach which emphasises self-help, 
and encourages people to accept 
responsibility for themselves and their 
local community. 


Toc H uses the model of the compass 
to offer four personal challenges, which 
are the inspiration for its members. The 
Four Points of the Compass are:- 


1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 


2. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - 
to give personal Service. 


3. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one’s 
own convictions. 


4. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly’ - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practice 
the Christian way of life, and to help 
the truth to prevail. 


Our Vision is of a Movement 
‘Building better communitles by 
reaching out to all in friendship and 
service, confronting prejudice, and 
practising Christian values’. 


Toc H ts a registered charity No 211042. 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Toc H Week response 
A Clear Vision 


New work in Cheshire and 
East London 


New Toc H shop in Yorkshire 


oe A CLEAR VISI ON 


s explained in May, the Central 

Executive Committee has felt that 
we must make a major reduction in the 
costs of Point 3. In future, Point 3 will 
be a bi-monthly magazine, and wiil be 
reduced to 8 pages from the previous 
16. There will be no issue in October - 
then there will be an issue in November 
and again in December, to get into the 
right monthly pattern - February, April, 
June, August, October and December. 


We shall also be saving costs in two 
other ways. One is by reducing to a 
black-and-white format - and the other 
is that, thanks to the goodwill of the 
staff at Central Services, the ‘fulfilment’ 
process and preparing for post will be 
done at Wendover. 


Ken Prideaux-Brune has agreed to act 
as Editor of the Letters page in future - 
so you can send letters direct to him 
c/o Central Services. The rest of the 
magazine will be my responsibility as 
Editor, but of course within the Editorial 
policy that the CEC may set from time 
to time. 


Clearly, the reduced space will force 
Ken and me to be rather more ruthless 
in cutting material that is sent - but 
please don’t let that deter you fram 
sending it in. We want to make it a lively 
magazine, full of news and information 
about what is going on across Toc H. 
We need your help to do so. 


John Mitchell 


Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Fairmindedness'’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 


Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Clase, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 SAS 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mail: Info@toch.org.uk 


Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 
Next copy deadline: 10th October 


A full copy of the current Editorial policy 
is avallable on request from the Editor. 


The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or Toc H. 


While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 


The Editors reserve the right to cut 

or precise articles and letters 
submitted unless the writer specifically 
stipulates otherwise. 


Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


Following a Movement- 


original Vision and supporting statements 
Central Executive Committee for considerati 


The revisions were agreed, an 
are now:- 


wide consultation that produced nearly 100 responses, the 
were amended and presented to the 
ion at its meeting on July 4th 1998, 
d the Vision Statement and supporting statements 


TOCH 


OUR VISION: 

Building better communities by 
reaching out to all in friendship 
and service, confronting prejudice 
and practising Christian values. 


SUPPORTING STATEMENTS: 
TOC H seeks to achieve this, 

in partnership with others, 
through a wide range of practical 
experiences and small group 
activities. TOC H brings people 
together across cultural, social, 
generation, religious and other 
divisions apparent in to-day's 
society, 


TOC H aims to: 

@ Develop individual and 
corporate self-confidence 

e Enable individuals and groups 
to take charge of their lives 
and circumstances 

@ Develop lasting friendships 


e Develop positive attitudes to 
the future 

e Develop productive and 
participative communities 

e Promote spiritual development 
and the discovery of faith 


TOC H works with: 

e People of all faiths and none 

@ People who are isolated in 
their communities for 
whatever reason 

e People who wish to share 
their skills and talents with 
their neighbours 


STRATEGIC GOALS: 

@ To increase external 
awareness of TOC H 

è To increase internal 
commitment to TOC H 

e To increase membership 

è To increase income and 
achieve a balanced budget 


NB. The Vision Statement is a ‘stand alone’ statement and intended to be used 
in conjunction with the Movement's usual logo. The Vision Statement should be 
used on ALL TOC H printed materials. The supporting statements may be used, 
all or in part, as and when appropriate but always with the Vision Statement. 


Welcome to our New Members 


John Lomas - Buckingham 
fan Pearce - Chiltern Hills 
Gordon Cilgram - Great Harwood 


Gwendoline Hadley - 
Melton & Charwood 


Millie France, Shirley Hollis 
& Doris Brindley - Parkhurst 


Caroline Boyd - Poperinge 


Sylvia Staffa - 
Southern Regional Projects 


Els Lobelle & Virginie Platteau - 
Tubby’s Poperinge 


Frank Powell - Tetbury 

Jean Giddon - Winsford Group 
Owen Darvill - ME Projects 
Sarah Payton - SW Projects 


Aimi Carmichael, Jenny Green, 
Jayne Green, Louise Goodwin, 
Jocelyn Merris, John Riley, 


Sarah Scanion & Emma Vaughan - 
NE Projects 


Lynn Stevens - WM/SW Projects 
Lynette Boyland - SE Projects 


Kathryn Bullock - WM/SW Projects 
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VMIILIES UNDER PRESSURE 


MORE GROUPS IN CHESHIRE 


‘he latest Toc H group launched in 

Runcorn is flourishing - and three new 
groups (one in Runcorn, two in Winsford) 
will be launched shortly. Development 
Officer Jo Whiteside reports on the 
encouraging growth of the Cheshire 
‘Families under Pressure’ Scheme. 


‘Our new group started to meet in a 
community centre on the Castlefields 
Estate in Runcorn. After a few months, 
and assuring people we were not some 
kind of ‘sect’, the community centre 
staff offered us the use of the kitchen 
and cafe area. We now open the cafe to 
the community at least two mornings 
each week, and also cater for other 
local gatherings. We also run a weekly 
social event. 


in July, eight of our members achieved 
their Health and Hygiene Certificates - 
and one person (no names, as we 
wouldn't want it to go to Mo's head!) 
got 100%. During the summer holiday 
the group are opening the doors to local 
children.. and giving meals to those who 
would normally get free school meals. 

There are many events planned. Some 


AND WELCOME TO THE NEW TEAM IN 


new scheme was launched this 
J Spring in East London. With funding 
from The Wakefield Trust, Toc H has 
taken on two new staff members to 
develop this scheme over a three year 
period. The work will focus on women 
and girls, mainly from the Bangladeshi 
community. The new workers are Trudie 
Charles and Shamsun Shireen, who we 
warmly welcome. We asked them each 
to write a brief introduction. 


carers at the Toc H Rickmansworth Activity Centre. 


new families are taking 
a holiday at the Toc H 
Centre at Lindridge, in 
South Devon. Those 
who have benefited 
from a holiday in the 
past are taking others 
away. There are to be 
three trips to Malvern, 
and a narrow-boat trip. 
Another group is going 
to Poperinge in August, 
on a training trip, so 
that we have members 
in Cheshire who can take others across 
with the confidence of knowing why our 
Toc H Movement was special then, back 
in the First War, and relevant today as 
well. Glenis and Carol, from the Widnes 
Art Group, are going to do arts and 
crafts at a centre for people with severe 
disabilities who cannot normally attend, 
and they are also taking a group from 
MIND to a local art gallery.We also have 
a ‘sharing day’ booked, and also one on 
‘How to enjoy your children’! 


We have been asked to start a new 
group on the Palacefields Estate in 


Trudie (centre) and Shamsun, together with Gavin Coney (Chair of 
S.E.Regional Events Committee), during a week-end for young 


Shamsun says ‘It is a pleasure to 
introduce myself to Toc H. My name is 
Shamsun Shireen, and | have come 
from Bangladesh. | am married, with 
three lovely children, and live in the East 
End of London. When | first came to 
England | felt the need to do something 
rewarding as well as beneficial to 
others, so | took a Joint Honours Degree 
in Sociology and Politics. Studying these 
subjects raised my awareness of 
different aspects of society and 
especially the role of women, and 
how they fit in. The gaining of this 
theoretical knowledge, together 
with the experience of being a 
mother and a wife, have taught 
me to see things from different 
points of view. My enthusiasm to 
work with the community also 
stems from my experience 
working as an interpreter and 
translator for the London Borough 
of Newham. | feel very fortunate 
to be able to use my expertise 
and skills for Families under 
Pressure, where | can help 
women to help themselves.’ 


‘the cafe team’. 


Runcorn. We are also going to open two 
more groups in Winsford shortly. The 
important thing, though, is not just the 
growing numbers, but the atmosphere. 
Visitors always comment on the warm 
loving atmosphere and we wouldn't be 
where we are today without the 
friendship and support we get from each 
other locally... and wider Toc H'. 


STOP PRESS - The Cafe project has 
just received a cheque for £700 from 
RUNCAT to sponsor this pilot scheme 
for summer ‘free school meals’. 


LONDON 


Trudie writes: '| was bom in Germany 
but for the past 20 years have lived 
(and raised a family of six) on a 
council estate in Tower Hamlets. | have 
not only been a single parent and 
grandparent, but have also worked as a 
community development worker and a 
secondary school teacher. | have also 
been involved in various voluntary 
initiatives. These experiences, and the 
insights gained in them, have given me 
a real understanding of the multi- 
cultural face of this community, which 
both enriches and divides its members. 
My commitment to women’s issues, 
which | have to address on a day-to-day 
basis, helps me to empathise with, and 
support, other local women, whatever 
their race or creed. My God-given 
spiritual and creative energy allows me 
to tackle each day as it comes and to 
be grateful for what it brings. 


As this new and exiting scheme takes 
shape, we as a team want to share our 
‘highs’ and ‘lows’, and hope readers will 
be able to follow our progress in future 
editions. Watch this space!’ 


cross the country, from Comwall to 

Scotland, Kent to North Wales, 
members and friends will be turning out 
to mark Toc H week. In a wide variety of 
ways, the public will be learning more 
about Toc H and, for some, experiencing 
Toc H at work. 


Numerous branches and groups are 
setting up exhibitions and displays, to tell 
their local communities about Toc H, and 
the opportunities it offers. Some others 
are organising public meetings about 
Toc H. Others are actually giving people 
the opportunity to help, by asking for 
their money or their blood!! Street 
collections, motorway service station 
collections, a short-term charity shop 
and other fund-raising events will bring 
in money, while a number of branches 
are recruiting blood donors for the 
National Blood Service - repeating the 
very successful campaign which Toc H 
ran in 1996. 


In a number of places people will be 
invited to experience Toc H hospitality - 
at coffee momings, tea parties, wine- 
and-cheese evenings, or even a Family 
Fun Fete in Ripon. Others will enjoy a day 
away from home, by courtesy of Toc H, 
such as some people with disabilities in 
Ipswich, lone-parent families in 
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WIDESPREAD SUPPORT 
FOR TOC H WEEK 


Middlesbrough (who will enjoy a *play- 
day' at the seaside in Saltburn), and 
youngsters in Colwyn Bay (who will 
attend a Gala Day). Some elderly people 
in Buckingham will be having a wish 
come true - which could be a ride on a 
steam train, an aeroplane, a vintage car, 
or even a go-cart! Other Buckingham 
citizens may also be having a holiday in 
the town or village where they spent 
their honeymoon years ago, also by 
courtesy of Toc H! 


Some people's first experience of 
Toc H may be more vigorous! People in 
Skelmorlie are invited to a Ceilidh, while in 
Wolverhampton there is to be a line 
dance. 


And, of course, by the very nature of 
Toc H, the Week would not be complete 
without an underlying reminder that we 
are about things of the Spirit - and there 
will be a Prayer Vigil on the 29th 
September from 3-00 p.m. to 6-00 p.m. 
September 29th is Michaelmas Day - 
which for many years women in Toc H 
have marked as a special day of prayer. 
The vigil will be on the theme ‘Share the 
Light’. Anyone, member or not, will be 
welcome to join in, wherever they are, 
and the resource pack is available from 
any of our three Divisional Chaplains. 


WORKING WITH YOU. 


We? IN YOUR COMMUNITY 


RECORD BREAKING CHAPLAIN 


W: know that Toc H chaplains have 
a reputation for talking, but this 
is ridiculous! The Rev. Clive Southerton, 
52 
HOURS 
and 3 


37 
MINUTES 


Chaplain to Prestatyn Branch, is now in 
the Guinness Book of Records for a 
talk lasting nearly 53 hours! This feat 


earned well over £50,000 for the 
St Kentigern Hospice in St Asaph. 
Clive had a tough time keeping 

| awake, but said the audience 

ÍI helped to pull him through. He also 
had to have emergency dental 
treatment during the talk, as he 
lost a filling just before it started, 
and the rough edge was giving him 
a blister on his tongue! 


We are grateful to the Rhyl Prestatyn 
and Abergele Journal for permission to 
use the photograph. 
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new shop was launched in July, in 
A Bridlington. Stuart Wroe, Fund raiser 
for Division 1, says ‘What a difference E 
month makes!’ He contrasts the situation 
on June 4th, when he first collected the 
keys, to the situation a month later, He 
and the loca! volunteers inherited a small, 
neglected, old shop. Setting too with a 
will (see picture) they have transfarmeg 
this into a smart, fully stocked, and well 
presented Toc H outlet. 


The activity of the volunteers as they 
prepared the shop attracted a lot of 
attention locally. They struck a deal with a 
fabric shop opposite that, in retum for 
trays of tea and biscuits, they would clear 
the shop's windows! Long before the 
official opening - when volunteers were 
still doing final tasks - customers poured 
in, and twice Alison Newby had to replace 
the window display as it had all been sold, 


The shop is situated at 21 Hilderthorpe 
Road, Bridlington, and all members are 


SUPPERS IN 
RUSHDEN 


ushden Ladies Oakley Branch, with 

help from Harry Graham, have held 
four Toc H Supper Club Evenings. £208 
has been raised for Toc H. After the firsi 
one, news spread of this very pleasant 
way to spend an evening and tickets 
are now Snapped up very quickly. 


The meal is at 6.30, and at 7.30 p.m. 
there is a speaker. These have included 
Andy Johnson (who has been the 
Officer in charge of the Brixworth 
Project (see page 1)) and Cecil Pettit, 
President of the Northamptonshire 
Council for the Disabled. Cecil has been 
disabled from birth. Toc H helped him on 
his way in 1936 when he was Chairman 
of a Northampton Branch and he has 
been helping and advising on the needs 
of disabled people ever since. 


Fund raising for Toc H in this way will 
start again in the Autumn. 


welcome to visit when in the area. The 


Ya f} location is in the town centre between 
the rail/coach station and the sea front - 
an and has parking. 


This has only been possible because a 


j lot of members have rallied round to help. 
ce As Stuart puts it ‘There are too many 
Id. people to mention to thank - they all 


know who they are and they all know 
how much their support and efforts have 
been appreciated’. 


THIS IS YOUR LIFE 


Fe some years Leeds District has 
organised a Saturday evening dinner 
with entertainment for the members in 


d the District, with a request that they bring 
3 along with them others who may be 

“st interested in the work of Toc H. 60 guests 
t attended this year's dinner on 9th May. 


After the meal the guests were 
entertained for a short time with a quiz 
but, when the District Chairman, Geoff 
Wright, was invited to be referee, things 


d changed. Geoff, who will be known to 
many people, particularly in the North 
East, was handed a red bock entitled 
“THIS IS YOUR LIFE - GEOFF WRIGHT". 

A There followed a dissertation on 

>n Geoff's life, with slides. The pictures had 

n been supplied by his wife Doris and put 
onto slides by Bramley branch secretary 

s John Pratt, who wrote the script and 


presented it on the evening with his wife 
à Maureen as projectionist. The programme 
] concluded with an excellent message 
| from the Director of Toc H. 


ACCESS IN OXFORD 


team of local volunteers spent the 
late May Bank Holiday week-end 
working at Rivermead Rehabilitation 
Centre in Oxford. The main task was to 
lay a wheelchair usable path alongside 
the raised flower bed built by a Toc H 
I project last year. 


IN BRIEF 


BARKINGSIDE BRANCH ran another 
very successful recruitment day for 
Blood Donors in July. 124 new donors 
signed up. 


BITTERNE LADIES BRANCH report 
that, although only eight strong, they 
maintain their support locally for 
Ridgway House School for children with 
disabilities. Last year the branch gave a 
cheque which helped to equip a 
playground with various ‘interesting to 
look at, and noise-making gadgets’ - 
and this year have handed over a 
cheque for £200, being money donated 
in memory of Violet Hunt. In addition 
the branch have raised funds to help a 
mother support her brain damaged 
child, and they have also raised over 
£300 for the Khasdobir project. 


BROUGHTON ASTLEY and COSBY 
BRANCHES raised £150 for central 
funds at Broughton Carnival. They ran 
a stall of table skittles (a local tradition, 
very popular in most hostelries) and 
there was non-stop demand for a turn. 


THE SOUTHERN REGION PROJECT 
BRANCH ran the Toc H Coconut shy 

at the Burton Hill School Fete, in 
Malmesbury, in aid of the Shaftesbury 
Society. Regional Project Co-ordinator 
Doreen Stevens seems to have caused 
some alarm with her enthusiasm!. 
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WYRE FOREST BRANCH celebrated 
their 21st birthday with a Re-dedication 
service and, a week later, a celebratory 
dinner at the Forestry Centre. 

Guests included George Lee (former 
development staff) and Rose Radford 
(former Chairman of Toc H) who cut 
the cake and gave an inspiring address. 


Among a number of summer events, 

SELKIRK BRANCH took guests from a 

local residential home to St Mary's 

Loch. They travelled there by way of 

the lovely Yarrow Valley, and back via 

the equally lovely Ettrick Valley. A week 
| later they were back in the Ettrick 
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Valley with 40 senior citizens from 
Selkirk for an evening organised in 
collaboration with members of Ettrick 
Parish Church. The programme included 
excellent vocal and instrumental music. 


Two members of LINTHORPE BRANCH, 
in Middlesbrough, Winnie Moorhouse 
and Kitty Wood, were in the news 
recently. They received an award fram 
the publishing charity, the Ulverscroft 
Foundation, for the 25 years they have 
spent distributing books to patients in 
two local hospitals. The Mayor of 
Middlesbrough, Frank Gill, said that the 
two ladies had ‘made a marvellous 
contribution to the hospital service, and 
the comfort of patients’. 
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Evening Gazette) 


This summer the BRAMLEY BRANCH of 
Toc H celebrate their 60th Anniversary 
and at the same time have arranged 
presentations of trophies to mark 33 
years of the domino competitions run 
between sheltered housing units. 


Over the years members have worked 
in the West Leeds and Pudsey areas. 
In the early days they provided day 
trips to the coast for needy children 
and have also cared for residents in the 
local homes for the elderly. 33 years 
ago the Branch started its domino 
competitions, which then involved 
homes for the elderly, taking teams 
from one home to another by coach. 
The time came when the residents 
were not well enough to go out so the 
Branch instead involved sheltered 
housing residents in the competition 
so that there are now eight teams in 
two leagues and transport is provided 
by the Branches own minibus. 


In the last three weeks the Branch 
have provided food and entertainment 
at parties for presentation of trophies 
(donated by local dignitaries) to the 
winning team in each league. Friends 
and helpers of the Branch were also 
invited to these parties to 
commemorate the 60 years of work. 


Thank You 

A belated thank you to all who sent 
me cards and letters and contributed 
to my leaving gift. | was terribly hurt 
when it happened but am now 
coming to terms with the decision. 
At present | am a ‘lady of leisure’ 
and am thoroughly enjoying it. 


l made many friends and contacts 
during my 20 years on the Toc H 
staff, for which I am very grateful, 
and hopefully | will not lose touch 
with them all. As you read in a 
previous issue, | am continuing to 
administer the Toc H box at the 
Royal Albert Hall on a voluntary 
basis. With this, together with other 
things | am involved with (especially 
seeing more of my 16 months old 
granddaughter) | do not have the 
time for a ‘proper’ job. 


Again, thank you for your generosity. 
The letters and cards were very 
comforting and greatly appreciated. 


Barbara Martin 
Wendover 


Following the notice in April's Point 3 
about a collection for leaving gifts for 
our colleagues who left Central 
Services at the end of March, we 
were able to send each of them a 
further cheque. They have asked me 
to thank all of you who so very 
generously contributed to this 
collection. They were all delighted 
with their cheques. 


Margaret Winstanley 
Central Services 


To Celebrate the Millennium 

I think it would be a great idea for 
Toc H members and friends to get 
together to celebrate the year 2000. 
Something on the lines of the 
gathering we previously had in the 
Albert Hall; or perhaps more 
appropriate would be a service ina 
church; or perhaps both. | wonder 
what other members think. 


Dorothea Turner 
Ipswich 


The great cloud of witnesses 

l am concerned lest our preference 
for the modern form of the 
Ceremony of Light may lead to 
disuse of all mention of the Elder 
Brethren. The basic difference 
between Toc H and the proliferation 
of social welfare organisations today 
is Toc H’s sense of eternity, the 
‘Fourth Dimension’, as a backdrop 
to its thinking and acting. The 
glorious faith in a fellowship 
inextinguishable by death was 
enshrined in the Main Resolution. 


Today the great enemy of spiritual 
life in our country is secularism, by 
which | mean contentment with this 
world. The effect of living in a 
consumenst society, in which death 
is the great unmentionable, is to 
deaden our sense of eternity. To 
prevent such a disaster our fathers 
in Toc H explicitly charged us to bring 
home to the multitudes of men (and 
women) what is, in effect, the very 
reason for living, the fact of our 
being ‘compassed about’ with what 
the Bible calls ‘a great cloud of 
witnesses’, but in Toc H shorthand 
our Elder Brethren, who constitute 
by far and away the greater part of 
our membership. 


Hugh Potts 
Gloucester 


Ceefax and Teletext 

Following recent letters about Toc H 
and the Intemet, | am always 
surprised that Toc H does not make 
use of the Ceefax and Teletext 
pages on television. The CSV 
Community pages on BBC Ceefax 
(p.650) advertise events, awareness 
days, requests for volunteers, fund- 
raising and other projects, as well as 
providing some information on other 
organisations and funds available for 
charitable purposes. Teletext pages 
on ITV will advertise events, national 
and local. All this is available to any 
branch, project group etc. It only 
needs a letter or phone call. 


Linda May 
Oldham 


Remembering Rex Calkin 

I would like to comment on an 
article in the June issue about the 
box at the Roya! Albert Hall, which 
says that it was left ‘by a member 
of Toc H’. The member was Rex 
Calkin, a contemporary of Tubby 
and Barclay Baron. He was on the 
Toc H staff before the war, was 
interned in Germany from 1940, 
having been captured on his way 
back from the Old House after the 
fall of Belgium, and was General 
Secretary until his retirement. 


Ronald Hooper 
Weymouth 


Political Correctness 

| would not wish for a moment to 
prolong discussion on trivia but, 
since the subject has been raised, | 
feel | must comment on the use of 
the word ‘Chair’ to designate a 
Chairman. It seems to have been 
assumed that the word ‘chairman’ is 
masculine. This is not so. The root of 
‘man’ in this context is of no gender 
and thus the phrase ‘'Madam(e) 
Chairman’ is perfectly correct. 


G R Speed 
Studham, Beds 


Why not E-mail your 
letters to us on: 


info@toch.org.uk 


TEDDIES FOR 
ZIMBABWE 


Following the 
article in May, 
several members 
wish to send Teddies - 
to Zimbabwe. We are exploring 


best routes, and would welcome 
informed suggestions. In the 
meantime, they can be sent by mail 
to Toc H, c/o Miss Pat Roberts, 
6,86th Avenue, Mabelreign, Harare, 
Zimbabwe. Please send in only 
small quantities. The Customs 
declaration should state ‘charity 
gift - less than £10’. 


LADY MAYHEW, who died on 13th July, 
aged 100, was a member of Norwich 
branch of the Women's Association, and 
was made a Vice-President in the 1950s. 
She was a very active Vice-President, 
attending Central Executive meetings, 
Council and serving on the Overseas 
Committee. When age finally limited her 
involvement, she became a loyal Toc H 
Builder. She was a delightful personality 
and a good mixer. EW 


FREDRICK KENNEY, a member of the 
Anstey Mens Branch since the late 
forties, was for many years both Branch 
Job-Master and ‘elected’ joint J.M (with 
his old friend John Bryan), for our annual 
ald folks outing. Fred was always an 
active and dependable Branch Member, 
and will be greatly missed by us all. RE 


JOHN MORRELL WILSON, a long serving 
member of Broughton Astley Mens 
Branch, died after a long fight against 
illness He took an active part in branch 
affairs and always maintained a cheerful 
outlook on life and was ready with a 
merry quip at branch meetings. NH 


EVELYN DUNN, of Wellington Branch, 
New Zealand, died in June. While Point 3 
does not normally carry tributes to 
overseas members, we want to do so for 
Evelyn. During her life she exercised a 
real ‘letter-writing ministry’, and kept 
regular contact with many members in 
the U.K. especially members in Oldham, 
Colwyn Bay, Sheffield and Kidsgrove. She 
will be much missed by them, as well as 
by many friends in New Zealand. 


MARJORIE RORKE joined Toc H in the 
1930's spending many years with the 
Streatham Ladies Branch and latterly 
with New Addington Joint Branch where 
she was Pilot. She took over as Secretary 
of Springfield District Branch and 
officiated at Meetings which took place 
both in Croydon and West Wickham, 


TRIBUTES 


Kent. Marjorie will be greatly missed by all 
her friends in the District who regularly 
received her News Letter. RR 


FRANK ATKINS, of Wolverton Branch, 
who died in June, was ‘a smashing chap 
- we Shall all miss him' says Ray Clarke. 
‘The Four Points of the Compass were a 
way of life to Frank. | hope | can be as 
good a member’. 


MINA PETTINGER who died in July aged 
84, became involved with the Scunthorpe 
Women's Section during the 1939/45 war. 
She was a willing worker. For some years 
she acted as Pilot to the Scunthorpe 
Branch until its closure in 1993, when she 
became a District member. She had been 
ill for some considerable time but was 
always cheerful and interested in all that 
was going on. She will be greatly missed 
by her many friends. PB 


GEORGE A DAWSON (ALEC), was a long 
standing member and Chairman of 
Broughton Astley Mens Branch. Alec was 
a character in every sense of the word 
and had a fine sense of humour. He was 
an excellent chairman controlling meetings 
with firmness and faimess. He had a kindly 
disposition particularly towards new 
members who he took under his wing. He 
will be sadly missed at Monday evening 
meetings in the future. NH 


KATHLEEN WARMINGTON who died aged 
94, was born and bred in Emsworth, 
Hampshire. it must have been a shock for 
Kathleen to come up to London and be at 
Toc H Headquarters. For years she looked 
after Tubby Clayton and it must have 
been quite a contrast when with her 
husband 'Warmy', she set off for the 
Marks. When they retired Toc H found 
them a house back in Emsworth where 
until the end of Warmy’s life Kathleen 
entertained the men of the Emsworth 
and Havant Branches. A long life in the 
service of all who needed it. EC 


OBITUARIES 


In May Yack’ Arnold 


Clifford Fennell 
Florence Wyers 


In June 


George Dawson 
Gordon Ecob 
Clifford Greatrex 
Frederick Kenny 
‘Bill’ Kettle-Williams 
Denise White 

John Wilson 


In July 


No Date 


Richard Dunford 
Ronald Gibson 
Charles Leckie 
Harold Plant 


Bideford 


Swindon & Wroughton 
Cheadle Hulme 


Broughton Astley 
Cavendish District 

Goffs Oak & Potters Bar 
Anstey 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

Paris 

Broughton Astley 
Loddon Vale District 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch 


Chisledon 
Gloucestershire District 


‘Only Remembered’ by Mike Lyddiard. 


his is a very personal collection of 
Tees and poems by Mike 
Lyddiard which will prove of value to 
those who have toured Flanders, or 
intend to do so. Arising from Mike’s 
trips to Talbot House and touring 
battlegrounds, graves and memorials, 
impressions are Included of Tyne Cot, 
Mount Kemmel and the Menin Gate, 
plus many more. It is good for us to 
reflect, and perhaps mourn, on the 
meaning and madness of the past. 

This book is a worthy catalyst for one’s 
thoughts, for the word pictures are 
vivid and accurately drawn. 


Each prose picture has a companion 
poem, but | wondered, after all this time, 
if the writer should do so in the first 
person form? | also felt the free verse 
seems more in keeping with the chaos 
described - the tidier rhymes seemed to 
me a bit strained. However, mine Is an 
inexpert and personal view and others 
will think differently, which is also to the 
good. Poems of the Great War, 
particularly those written by Wilfred 
Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, have had 
an effect on history, and the creatian of 
a more caring society. Bearing this in 
mind, Mike’s thoughts and their effect 
on his belief are valuable and worthy of 
consideration by everybody, readers and 
Toc H groups alike. 


A personal note - | was privileged to 
know same of the Poperinge survivors, 
their compassion and humour sit with 
me still. Perhaps humour does not sit 
well in Mike's book, but it is an essential 
element in surviving stress and tragedy, 
helping us to strive for a positive future. 


| hope readers will buy this book 
which is one to dip into at quiet times, 
(rather than attempt to read it in one 
go). it Is a fine memorial of the lives of 
those who gave so much, and for those 
who survived to found our movement. 


Kelth Rea. 


‘Only Remembered’ runs to 70 pages 
and is published in A5 format. it Is 
available at £2.00, plus SOp for postage 
and packing, from Mike, at Toc H 
Central Services and please note that 
cheques should be made payable to 
‘Mike Lyddiard’. Ail proceeds, after 
essential costs have been met, will be 
for Toc H funds. 
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“80 YEARS CRYING OUT FOR PEACE” 


Poperinge, BELGIUM 


This year is exactly eighty years since the “Great 
War” ended. A Moment that should not escape 
notice. “No more War" was shouted in all languages. 


Despite this strong desire for peace, there have 
been wars ever since. For 80 long years, the world 
has been crying for peace and this is something 

that the pupils of leper's secondary technical school 
(rij Technisch Instituut or VTI) want to remember. 
Therefore the school joined forces with Talbot House, 
Poperinge for the project “80 JAAR SCHREEUWEN 
OM VREDE". 


The project includes lectures, a play (performances 
Oct 16th and Oct 23rd) and an exhibition (Oct 26th - 
Nov 23rd) in the Concert Hall of Talbot House. The 
exhibition deals with subjects as the force of arms, 
refugees, propaganda, peace movements, weapons 
and their effects, war and peace in literature....... 


For Further information: 
Tel. VTI leper: (from U.K) 0032 57 201213 
VTI - website: hhb://www.vti-ieper.be 

Tel. Talbot House:(from U.K) 0032 57 333228 


‘AREA DAY’ IN NORTHANTS 


Will be on Saturday 10th October 1998 at Irchester 
Village Hall. Numbers are limited so it will be “first 
come first served" for issue of tickets. 


If you would like to visit Brixworth Country Park on 
your way to Irchester to view work done by Toc H 
volunteers and to enjoy the beautiful scenery, we 
would be pleased to send you directions. It is 
situated on the A508 between Market Harborough 
and Northampton. 


The programme for the day will be: 

Arrival - 12 o'clock for lunch at 12.30pm - 

then speaker (the Rev Colin Alsbury), prize draw, 
entertainment, tea and cakes and finally a Service 
of Rededication. We hope each branch can bring a 
prize for the draw. 


Cost £4 per ticket - to be sent to: 

Megan Graham. 7 Upper Park Avenue, Rushden, 
Northants, NN10 SNY. Tel/fax 01933 356671 

If required directions can be sent. 
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GUEST MEMBERSHIP 


It is now Toc H policy (agreed at Central Council in 
November 1997) to offer free Guest Membership for 
one year to every person who participates in a Toc H 
activity. For the time being this applies only to 
participants aged 16 or over, but we are looking ata 
Membership for under 16's. 


Please offer Guest Membership to all Non Member 
Participants in any Toc H activity which you lead or 
organise. 


Guest Membership will provide the following benefits: 


A Welcome Pack 

Point 3 magazine during the year 

Information on local and national Toc H events 
and activities 

A chance to support the vision of Toc H - building 
better communities by reaching out to all in 
friendship and service, confronting prejudice and 
practising Christian values. 


When you have invited your participants to join, 
please ask them to fill in a Guest Membership 
application form (available from Hazel Scarlett at 
Central Services). 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


TWO DESIGNS 
1 ROBINS AND 1 RELIGIOUS 
SIZE 4” X 4" - 5 CARDS IN PACK 


COST £1.20 per pack plus 25p p&p per pack 


Orders & cheques to: 
Toc H Central Services, Wendover. 
Delivery to Central Council on request. 


LONDON IN DECEMBER 


All welcome at the S.E.Regional Day on 12th December. 


Come to Tower Hill for: - 
a ‘World Chain of Light’ gathering, at 11-0 a.m., 
Lunch, Carol Service at 2-30 p.m. at All Hallows. 


For more details, and cost, contact Connie Pring. 
39 Princes Plain, Bromley, Kent, BR2 8LH 


TOC H GOES ON-LINE 


Toc H Central Services now has an E-mail address: info@toch.org.uk 


The Toc H Central Services Website will also be open shortly - visit it on: 
www.toch.org.uk 
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